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Chattanooga Goodwill Industries Asks: What’s On the Minds of Chattanooga Youth?
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. - What’s more American than discussing and debating issues – national, local, or otherwise? Debate is in our national DNA.  And Chattanooga Goodwill Industries’ GoodGuides youth mentoring program invites you to join the conversation about issues relevant to today’s teens.
On Tuesday, May 31, at 1:30 p.m.,  join local high school students and area officials as they explore youth-related concerns and issues in “A Roundtable with Young Americans.” The roundtable with young Americans is a national initiative encouraged by the White House Administration’s Youth Engagement Team. 
The roundtable will be held at the Electric Power Board Building Community Boardroom at 10 W. M.L. King Blvd. 
David Carroll, WRCB News Co-Anchor, will be the moderator of this conversation. The 23-year Chattanooga news veteran known for his School Patrol Reports will help guide youth to share the issues that are uppermost in their minds.  
Ten area students representing both public and private schools in Hamilton County have been invited to participate in the roundtable. Several local officials have been invited, including District 7 City Councilman and Council Vice-Chair Manny Rico, Hamilton County Juvenile Court Clerk Gary Behlor; James McKissic of the Urban League of Chattanooga, and others.
Most of the student roundtable participants are mentees in the Chattanooga Goodwill Industries’ GoodGuides program. GoodGuides is a mentoring program funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice. The program matches              at-risk youth mentees with adult or peer mentors. GoodGuides is a national program that helps youth build career plans and skills as they prepare for school completion, post-secondary training, and productive work by building a supportive and guiding mentee-mentor relationship.
Chattanooga is one of 56 Goodwills in 38 states that have GoodGuides programs. 
Following the Chattanooga roundtable event, GoodGuides leaders and students will compile the remarks and submit them to the national Youth Engagement Team which promises to follow up on concerns and issues. In late February, President Barack Obama challenged his Administration to host 100 youth roundtables by May 31.
The Chattanooga roundtable event was organized and will be hosted by Goodwill GoodGuides program members: Ivan Patton, GoodGuides Program Manager; Patrick Hampton, GoodGuides Master Mentor; and Laura Vinson, Mentor Coordinator. 
For further information, contact Ivan Patton:
Ivan.Patton@goodwillchatt.org
(423) 629-2501 ext 281
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