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Goodwill Retail Stores: The Go-To Place for Fun and Frugal Halloween Shopping
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. – Looking for ways to save money and look fantastic this Halloween? Look no further than any of the 11 area Goodwill retail stores. Keen-eyed shoppers can find ready-made costumes for men, women and children for just a few dollars. Or, if you’re feeling creative, a unique look can be had with the gently-used clothing and accessories found at the Goodwill store in (location and address of local store).

Most retailers anticipate the holiday shopping season from Thanksgiving to Christmas. But for Goodwill Industries International, October is the highest retail sales month of the year.

“By shopping at Goodwill for Halloween, you’re helping people in the community find jobs and support their families,” said Angela Ballard, Director of Marketing and Public Relations for Chattanooga Goodwill Industries, which serves 23 counties in Tennessee and Georgia. “Your purchases support employment programs for those who need it most in these tough economic times.”

Gently-used, ready-made costumes are available at Goodwill stores and cost as little as $3.99 or as much as $19.99. The cost of a one-of-a-kind costume is limited only by the pocketbook and the imagination. 

For a unique Goodwill costume, Ballard suggests starting with a “signature piece,” one item that is out of the ordinary, such as a hat or a headpiece or an unusual piece of clothing. Add accessories from Goodwill or from your closet, and you’re ready for a Halloween party or a night of trick or treating for just a few dollars. 
A recent trip to the Goodwill store at 1966 Northpoint Blvd. in Hixson uncovered an excellent cheese hat for only $1.99. That’s right: a large slab of foam fromage. It’s almost a costume in itself. Add a sweat suit and a cheese grater from the housewares department for some bling and go as a piece of cheese – or if you must, a Green Bay Packers fan. Total cost of this costume: $8.96.
Another outstanding piece found at the Hixson Goodwill store was a feather mask for only 99 cents. Go in many directions with this: a bird, a flapper, a Mardi Gras partier, a jester, a genie. With a loose pair of pants, a short top and a scarf, the genie look was appealing. Add a gold mesh basket, some fancy shoes and an amazing brass “Aladdin’s lamp,” and this costume is over the top. The cost is only $14.60.
Halloween shopping at Goodwill is economical, eco-friendly and fun, said Ballard. Take the kids along and let their imaginations run wild. When Halloween is over, stash the costume pieces in a dress-up box. They’ll be used again and again. 
Funds generated by the 11 Goodwill stores in Southeast Tennessee and Northwest Georgia stay in the area to provide job training, medical equipment, trained assistance dogs and other resources for people with disabilities and other disadvantages. 
In 2007, more than 2,500 people were served free of charge as a result of the generosity of Goodwill shoppers and donors. For more information on Chattanooga Goodwill Industries and for retail store locations, visit www.goodwillchatt.org .
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For more information:


Mary Lockhart


(423)629-2501, ext. 255


mary.lockhart@goodwillchatt.org








This one-of-a-kind cheese outfit costs less than $10.00 at Goodwill.





Put together a genie costume at Goodwill for under $15. Eliminate the basket and Aaladdin’s lamp, and you have a $10 outfit.





Story Ideas:


Visit your local Goodwill and put together several of your own unique looks.


With a co-worker, make it a competition: who can put together a costume the quickest and for the least amount of money. 


Gather up a group of children or college students and let them put together a look. Viewers or readers can vote on the best costume. 


Television: Assign a reporter or personality to visit a Goodwill store and put together a costume. Let us know in advance, and we can be on hand to help. 


Let us bring a few costumes to your location.  We’ll find them. You wear them.








