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Goodwill Program Offers Hands-On Disability Awareness Education 
White-knuckled hands grip the leather-padded arms of a riding device. Chins jut outward like homing devices. Adolescent faces frame intense eyes as they focus on the target: traffic cones.. 
A whistle screeches, and four sets of wheels spin furiously toward the orange cone. For some, the wheels turn laboriously.  For others, they spin like greased lightning. Audience noise jumps by whole decibels as one set of wheels nears the finish line. Its driver is declared the winner. Bragging rights are his only prize.
The scene is not one from NASCAR, but a school gymnasium turned raceway for a morning, with elementary students at the helm of wheelchairs. 
It’s just one of the activities offered with the Disability Awareness Education program of Chattanooga Goodwill Industries. The disability awareness program is offered to schools throughout the 23-county Chattanooga Goodwill service region. The program features four hands-on and educational stations designed to teach children what life is like with a disability. 

The wheelchair component of the program is manned by Goodwill staff of the Health Equipment Link Program (HELPs). Students are invited to race child-sized wheelchairs. They learn that driving a wheelchair is a lot harder than it appears, especially when maneuvering a traffic cone.
Other hands-on, educational activities featured include some up-close-and-personal time with the Goodwill Assistance Dog Academy (GADA) “students.” GADA trains dogs to assist people by performing simple tasks, such as opening doors and retrieving items. Students are rewarded for their attention with time to pet the dogs, the real stars of the show.
Former Goodwill clients and current employees Dennis Williams and Terry Willingham entertain and inform with their own stories. Dennis, a donations attendant, was hit by a car in a biking accident when he was 11 years old, not much older than his typical school audience. Terry, a Goodwill job coach and supervisor, spent his days in a traveling carnival until he was permanently injured by falling heavy equipment. Both tell stories of struggle, perseverance and success. 

Children are invited to try on some of Dennis’ signature novelty hats. Souvenir photos of “the hat look” are available. Terry challenges the children to a relay of getting dressed with an immobilized arm. 

The Disability Awareness Program is especially useful for schools, but it is available free of charge to any community organization. The program can be tailored to the group and audience. 
To schedule a program for you group, call Chattanooga Goodwill Industries, (423) 629-2501, ext 255.
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For more information, contact Mary Lockhart Chattanooga Goodwill Industries                        (423) 629-2501, ext. 255 mary.lockhart@goodwillchatt.org








